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 The NLAS annual meeting was held 
at the LCMS International Center in St 
Louis on Saturday, August 6th.  The 
meeting was very graciously hosted by 
the Rev Mark Kiessling, Director of 
Youth Ministry. 
 The meeting was preceded by the 
executive board meeting which was also 
attended by Mark and Deb Hazlewood 
from P.R.A.Y., strong allies and long-
time friends of the NLAS. P.R.A.Y. is 
also headquartered in St Louis.  There 
were fruitful discussions regarding youth 
and adult religious emblems, the forms, 
and course material.  Mark was clearly 
excited about his pending retirement, and 
it was good to renew and strengthen the 
NLAS relationship with them.
 Among the highlights of the meeting 
were updates regarding the 2017 BSA 
National Jamboree (Jul 19 - 28 at the 
Summit in West Virginia).  The NLAS 
will be represented by a dozen of our 
members in the Duty to God and Country 
display area and will be putting a heavy 
emphasis on the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.
 Those attending the meeting were 
presented the newly minted NLAS medal-
lion.  The medallion is one of several 
items introduced under the guidance of 
outgoing president, Mary Wangerin.   

 Others included the new logo on a 
large blue banner, refrigerator magnets, 
updated application form, the front cover 
of promotional red notebooks, and the 
back cover of New Testaments distributed 
at Philmont Scout Ranch.  Mary felt it 
important to better promote ourselves by 
being ‘loud and proud’ as Lutherans.  She 
passed the gavel to Wayne Stuckey as the 
last order of business.  Wayne will con-
tinue oversight of our improving website 
and he chairs the Jamboree committee.  
 Perhaps the most significant topic at 
the meeting was annual membership dues.  
Nobody could remember the last time (if 
ever) that the dues increased.  Because 

of the desire to continue to participate in 
donating Bibles to Philmont as well as 
increase visibility and service, dues will 
now be $20 per year ($30 per couple).  
Youth membership will be $10, and there 
will be an installment process available 
for life membership ($75 per year for 5 
years).  
 A new belt buckle is being created as 
well as a lapel pin and attachment for God 
and Church and God and Life emblems 
for youth.
 Next year’s meeting will be held 
near the Summit a few days before the 
Jamboree.
 
    

2016 NLAS ANNUAL  MEETING SUMMARY

 The National Lutheran Association on Scouting is pleased to announce 
that the 2017 annual meeting will be held on July 14 at Trinity Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Charleston, WV - en route to the Jamboree. 

 A big “thank you” to Trinity for offering to host the meeting!

Time to plan ahead for 2017 NLAS Annual Meeting!!

Mary Wangerin 
passes president’s 
gavel to Wayne 
Stuckey at 2016 
NLAS Annual 
Meeting. 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

The Times They 
Are A Changin’

 I think that’s the title of a song 
– The Times They are A-Changin’ – 
regardless, they are no doubt doing just 
that!
 As we start a new year I suppose we 
all can in some way or another look back 
and see times a changin’. This happens 
in ministry as well as in secular life. 
 When I retired from the Army 
Chaplaincy in 2008, I was eager for a 
change - to return to civilian life and 
attend worship where people didn’t carry 
weapons and wear helmets… now after 
hearing about all the shootings going on 
I wonder…!  But times are a changin’…
 I attended a pastor’s conference 
and the idea of home visitations was 
brought up. The younger pastors 
said home visitations were too time 
consuming; they used blogs to connect 
with their members – any wonder why 
our Churches are in decline…but times 
are a changin’… 
 One used to be able to go to 
anyLutheran Church and follow the 
liturgy with the hymnal – recently Linda 
and I went to a local “Lutheran” Church 
where I had to ask the person sitting 
next to me if it actually was a Lutheran 
Church. A drum set over shadowed 
the altar; the pastor (I assumed he was 
the pastor) wore a Hawaiian shirt and 
told jokes before the service apparently 
warming us up. Then the music started. 
A large screen rolled down with words 
on it, like a Mitch Miller sing along, 
but very few did – hard to sing without 
music and to a hip hop tune you had 
never heard of, but the 5 kids in the front 
row seemed to enjoy it. Then I realized 
I was in a LuthBap or BapLuth Church 
– a new breed of Lutheran even though 
the word “Lutheran” wasn’t anywhere 
visible, as if they were ashamed of our 
heritage…but times are a changin’…
 At the LuthBap service all I 

heard was the theology of glory and every 
one seemed very pleased with themselves 
- the pastor’s Hawaiian shirt flapped 
around as he recounted his personal 
relationship with Jesus. 
 The Lord’s Supper was even 
offered without confession and the 
forgiveness of sins announced. I presume 
it was taken for granted that we all knew 
we were saved because we were all so 
very happy to be there…at least that’s 
what the snappy song was about…Yea, 
the times are a changin’…
 But the one thing that doesn’t 
change is God’s continuing ability to 
over look our sins and disobedience and 
still love us and show that love through 
the death and resurrection to eternal life 
of His son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
the Christ. Regardless of how PC or 

crude American culture becomes (and we 
haven’t seen anything yet!), we can still 
count on God’s Word, a light to lighten 
the Gentiles…the times are a changin’...
 Back in 1982 I joined the NLAS, 
went to my first annual meting in NYC – 
President Johnston outlined the mission of 
the NLAS; a few months ago, I attended 
our annual meeting in St. Louis. President 
Wangerin outlined the mission of the 
NLAS – Wow, the mission was the same, 
proclaim Jesus as the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God and our Savior!
 Thanks be to God that not all 
things are a changin’!

Rev Dr James Hoke
NLAS Chaplain
President-Elect



 In 2007, I was presented an adult 
religious award by my pastor, recognizing 
my service to youth through Cub Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, and my congregation. Shortly 
thereafter, a congratulatory letter arrived 
from the National Lutheran Association on 
Scouting. Included with the letter was an 
application for membership and an expla-
nation of how the NLAS fosters growth 
in faith for youth through the Religious 
Emblems program and other activities in 
the Scouting programs. I had not heard of 
NLAS at the time, but I had already begun 
to promote the Religious Emblems in my 
Troop and District. The activities of NLAS 
sounded worthy of my support and, quite 
frankly, the cost was so much less than 
any other activity or organization I was 
involved in, I decided to join.
 I bet that many other NLAS members 
have had similar experiences, and have 
joined because NLAS promotes growth 
in faith for youth through the Religious 
Emblems program. That activity itself may 
be sufficient reason for many to join and 
remain members. Every now and then, 
one of us is asked “What does NLAS do?” 
Sometimes it is hard to answer the pop 
question, because NLAS does so much, 
and much of it is done quietly. Perhaps it 
is time to take at least a partial inventory.
 NLAS is a liaison organization 
between youth serving agencies such as 
the Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts 
of the USA, American Heritage Girls, 
and Campfire, and the Lutheran churches 
that support, sponsor or charter units 
for these programs – the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
and The Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod (LCMS). NLAS attempts to equip 
Lutherans and other Christians to minis-
ter to young people, using the programs 
of these youth-serving agencies. NLAS 

our Chaplaincy Committee, NLAS pro-
vides chaplains and worship support for 
the programs at Philmont Scout Ranch, 
the National Scout Jamboree and National 
Order of the Arrow Conferences. With 
similar Scouting – Christian partner orga-
nizations, NLAS supports printing and 
distribution of New Testament with Psalms 
at the BSA high adventure bases. In 2016, 
NLAS contributed $5000 to the distribu-
tion of New Testaments to participants at 
Philmont Scout Ranch.
 NLAS maintains ties with local 
Lutheran Scouting Associations, who 
provide local recognition and encourage-
ment for the Religious Emblems program. 
Together we promote the use of local 
pastors and senior seminarians as camp 
chaplains. We encourage Lutheran con-
gregations to appoint Chaplains in their 
chartered units and to train youth Chaplain 
Aides to plan and conduct Scouts’ Worship 
and offer prayers at their campouts and 
courts of honor. 
 That’s quite a lot for an organization 
of just several hundred persons. We could 
do a lot more with more, active volunteers, 
from a wider representation of our youth 
serving partners. We could provide bet-
ter support for our partner organizations 
through more active engagement with the 
national offices and attendance at their 
national conferences. We could engage 
more effectively with our church partners, 
for example by assisting in development of 
training materials for youth and support-
ing more frequent attendance at the church 
sponsored national youth gatherings. If 
you think that our goals are worthy of your 
support, we invite you to join us. If you are 
already a member, we invite you to invite 
your fellow Lutheran Scouters to join us.

Yours in Scouting,
Yours in Christ,
Wayne Stuckey

NLAS member #365

Wayne Stuckey
President, NLAS
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What Does NLAS Do?
encourages incorporation of activities in 
the programs of the youth serving agencies 
and their units that help Lutheran and other 
youth grow in their faith and their rela-
tionship with God. NLAS works closely 
with youth ministry leaders of the ELCA 
and LCMS to advocate these programs in 
Lutheran ministry. NLAS encourages con-
gregations of the Lutheran churches to use 
the programs of the youth serving agencies 
to extend their own youth ministry and 
outreach into the community. NLAS works 
as a partner with the Programs of Religious 
Activities with Youth (P.R.A.Y.) to main-
tain and promote use of the Religious 
Emblems program in Lutheran congrega-
tions and units affiliated with them. NLAS 
encourages the church partners to appoint 
Religious Emblems Coordinators in their 
units to encourage youth in earning the 
religious emblems. Many NLAS members 
work individually as Counselors for one 
or more levels of the Religious Emblems 
program to foster the Christian growth 
of youth. NLAS provides certificates and 
letters of recognition for Lutheran youth 
who receive the Religious Emblems or 
who earn the Eagle Scout, GS Gold or 
AHG Stars and Stripes awards, and for the 
Lutheran Lamb and Servant of Youth adult 
awards, and the Lutheran Recognition of 
Excellence unit award. An NLAS exhibit 
expresses Lutheran identity at the BSA 
National Scout Jamboree, providing 
encouragement and Christian witness to 
youth and Scouters, encouraging youth to 
take the Religious Emblems and promoting 
recognition for Lutheran adults and units. 
 NLAS is represented by multiple 
members on the Religious Relationships 
Committee of the BSA National 
Committee. NLAS provides resources for 
youth ministry through our web site (www.
nlas.org), our Facebook page, development 
of literature via the Religious Relationships 
Committee, and providing instruction – 
such as Jamboree exhibit staff training at 
our 2016 annual meeting and Scouting 
in the Lutheran Church at the Philmont 
Training Center (next, 2018). Through 

President’s Perspective
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Looking for Local Lutheran Scouters Associations
 The National Lutheran Association 
on Scouting (NLAS) is trying to recon-
nect with local LAS’s or Lutheran 
Scouting Associations (LSA’s). 
 Why? 
 Although we are separate organiza-
tions, we each can strengthen and accom-
plish our missions better if we work 
together. While NLAS promotes youth’s 
growth in faith through the Religious 
Emblems program through exhibits 
at the National Scout Jamboree and 
church partner national youth gatherings, 
local LAS’s can promote the Religious 
Emblems in their troops, in their congre-
gation, and at their scouting training ses-
sions and roundtables. 

 While NLAS recognizes youth being 
awarded the Religious Emblems with 
letters and certificates, local LAS’s can 
recognize these accomplishments with a 
handshake, an honor dinner or an activ-
ity. While many NLAS members are 
counselors for Religious Emblems near 
their homes, local LAS members can offer 
Religious Emblems classes to their troop, 
congregation, and other youth in more 
local areas. 
 While NLAS recruits and supplies 
chaplains to the National Jamboree and 
Philmont Scout Ranch, local LAS mem-
bers can recruit camp chaplains from local 
congregations, youth ministers, and semi-
narians near their homes. 

While NLAS offers training and resources 
such as Scouting in the Lutheran Church 
at Philmont Training Center and resources 
such as Scouts Worship, local LAS mem-
bers can train Chaplain Aides and help 
them prepare troop scouts’ worship. 
 Our goals and methods fit together 
well. Local LAS members are invited 
to also join NLAS. NLAS members are 
invited to join and strengthen your local 
LAS. You are invited to identify your 
local LAS and to affiliate the organization 
annually with NLAS.
  For more information and to affiliate, 
contact Trent Christian tmchristiannlas@
gmail.com. To join NLAS, see http://nlas.
org/join-us/

It’s easy!! 
1) Visit the website at http://nlas.org/certreq/

2) Have some information readily accessible to 
complete the online form:

*Name and address and unit number of award 
recipient and date the certificate is needed

*award category

*any specific wording needed

*requestors name, email, phone number and 
address to which the certificate will be mailed

 That’s it!

HOW DO I REQUEST A CERTIFICATE FROM NLAS?
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 It was decided at the annual meet-
ing in August that effective May 2017, 
all paid members (which automatically 
includes life members) would receive the 
new medallion along with their mem-
bership card.  This would not happen 
every year, unless the member hadn’t yet 
received the medallion (one per member; 
two per couple).  If one would prefer to 
not wait that long, a medallion can be 
requested earlier for $8.00.  Contact Cole 
at smc4196@msn.com
 The medallion has two primary 
purposes. It easily allows the wearer to 
promote the NLAS, and even better, it 
allows those seeing it to inquire about 
it.  In either case, it is intended to signify 
only one thing: the wearer is a member 
of the NLAS.  The ribbon is not a place 
to display a Vigil, Lamb Award, coun-
selor, or mentor pin.  That would change 
the medallion’s meaning, and diminish 
its intention.  The medallion is also not 
meant to be given away as a gift to anoth-

er Lutheran.  As nice as that might be, if 
that person is not a member of the NLAS, 
they are not ‘entitled’ to wear it.
 Why a medallion?  It’s a visible 
means of being ‘loud and proud’ as 
Lutherans.  It’s our 500th anniversary!   

NLAS Medallion  - “Loud and Proud”
MEDALLION FRONT MEDALLION BACK

 We want to get out of the back pew 
and stop being invisible.  If you’re proud 
to be a Lutheran, then here’s an easy way 
to prove it!  If this increases our member-
ship, everybody wins.  

 Happy Anniversary!      
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Visit our website:
www.nlas.org

and

 CEO Mark Hazlewood who has 
served P.R.A.Y. for 33 years and will 
retire at the end of 2016. His retirement 
marks the end of an era for P.R.A.Y. Dur-
ing Mark’s tenure, over 827,000 youth 
received a P.R.A.Y. award and 2544 
Four Star Recipients were recognized. 
Mark is responsible for the adult mentor 
curriculum, initiating the Denomination 
Agency Conference, helping to create the 
Religious Emblems Coordinator positions, 

implementing trainings to equip adults in 
their work with youth, and growing the 
organization to its current position as a 
leader in Christian Education.
 P.R.A.Y. announced the appointment 
of Jason Noland who will assume respon-
sibilities on November 1, 2016.
  Jason, a graduate of Northeast Mis-
souri State University, brings a back-
ground of nearly twenty-year career with 
the Boy Scouts of America specializing in 
unit service, fundraising, and leadership 
with distinction.  He has also provided 
successful leadership and saw program 
growth as the first Director of Develop-
ment and Volunteer Services for Saving 
Sight, a leader in eye-banking worldwide 
with charitable vision services for adults 
and children across the state of Missouri. 
Jason brings with him successful experi-
ence managing staff as well as budgets and 
working with volunteers and boards of the 
highest caliber.
  Married for 20 years and father of 
three, he is an Eagle Scout and Vigil 
Honor member of the Order of the Arrow, 
Jason earned his faith›s religious award as 

a youth.  He has served his son›s Scout-
ing experience as Den Leader, Cubmaster 
and a member of the Troop Committee.  
Both daughters were Girl Scouts where 
Jason provided training and experience to 
young women in outdoor skills.
  He is excited to get going and looks 
forward to working closely with the 
Board, volunteers, and the many constitu-
ents of P.R.A.Y.
 
[Excerpts from P.R.A.Y announcements]

CEO Mark Hazlewood retires; Jason Noland Appointed New CEO of P.R.A.Y.

Mark Hazlewood Jason Noland
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Send NLAS News Items
 The deadline to submit articles for the next issue is March 10, 2017. Send Association and other news for 
the Lutheran Scouting newsletter to Pam Ciccarello at eaglesnest0810@att.net. Please spell out acronyms and 
give state and area or city locations so complete information is included in the publication. For events, be sure to 
include the date. For photos, either e-mail or send a glossy print.

 One of the questions asked of those who serve as chaplains at the BSA National Jamboree is “What do you do as a Jamboree 
chaplain?” 
 Before that question can be answered, it is good to know that the Jamboree site is made up of 20 different subcamps and a large  
staff area. Each subcamp has a four member chaplaincy team that serves around 2500 Scouts, Scouters and Staff. The subcamp is 
the chaplain’s “Jamboree parish.” The major difference for a normal parish is the average age of the parish (which is 15 years old), 
attendance for worship at the Jamboree is over 90% and the way to go to worship is by walking an average of 15 to 20 minute walk. 
 The top ten responsibilities of a Jamboree Chaplain (which are in no order of importance).

What Does a Jamboree Chaplain Do? 

 1. To assist Scouts and Scouters in reaching a deeper understanding of and  fulling their duty to God.
 2. To provide worship opportunities.
 3. Provide counseling and ministry in times of illness, injury and death.
 4. To assist in conflict situations in contingent troops or between individuals
 5. Assisting, counseling and giving support with emergency situations at home  (i.e. Death, illness, crisis). 
 6. Working on a chaplaincy team that is made up of different faith groups.
 7. Providing support and encouragement to staff
 8.  Working with sub-camp staff
 9. Ministering to youth who are homesick.
 10. To Be available on a 24 hours basis to minister and listen to the needs of Scouts and Scouters at the Jamboree.

 The Jamboree chaplain needs to be prepared to deal with a variety of experiences that will allow a caring, compas-
sionate ministry to occur within the setting of the National Jamboree. 

 PS. If you are interested in being a chaplain at 2017 National Jamboree contact 
Pastor Sherman Martell at 

shermanmartell@sbcglobal.net.
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We are a resource for youth and adults who wish to know more about the religious emblems program, 
endorsed by the Lutheran Churches for members of Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts USA,

 American Heritage Girls, 4H and Camp Fire USA.

NLAS Mission
To equip Lutherans and other Christians to minister to young people, 

using the programs of our partner youth serving agencies.

NLAS Vision
That all young people and their families are exposed to Jesus Christ and 

have an opportunity to know him as Lord and Savior

The mission and visions statements were accepted by the NLAS Executive Board on October 12th, 2002
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