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The National Lutheran Association on Scouting (NLAS) is pleased to provide this
newsletter to Chartered Organization Representatives, Committee Chairs, and Leaders
of Boy Scouts of America units chartered to Lutheran Congregations and affiliated
partners. Although not all top leaders of units chartered to Lutheran congregations are
Lutheran, we hope that you will pass on the newsletter to the Pastor or find valuable
information supporting your unit's operation.
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What is This?
Welcome to the first occasional electronic newsletter of the National
Lutheran Association on Scouting for the 2021 charter year. Some of
you are receiving this communication for the first time, so let us take a
moment of introduction.
What is NLAS?
The National Lutheran Association on Scouting is a volunteer
organization that operates in partnership with the youth ministries of
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. We are not an alternative scouting-type
organization. Rather we interface with and advocate the growth of faith
in youth in the programs of our youth serving partners – Boy Scouts of
America, Girl Scouts of the USA, and American Heritage Girls. Our
members have experience and dedication to serving youth in at least
one of these organizations, and our executive board are current
members of one or more of these organizations. NLAS advocates to
Lutheran congregations the establishment of BSA, GSUSA, and AHG
troops and support of their troops by the congregation, as a means of
outreach ministry to youth and young families in the community.
Why is this being sent to me?
NLAS sends an occasional newsletter to the Executive Officer,
Chartered Organization Representative, Unit Leader, and Committee
Chairperson of units chartered to a Lutheran congregation or school,
as listed in the BSA charter reports. While we realize that not everyone
in these positions is Lutheran, we hope that you will forward and share
with Lutheran leaders and interested parents to the benefit of your unit
and charter organization.
What does NLAS Do?
Lutheran congregations have used the Scouting programs since
almost the inception of BSA. NLAS was formed in 1980 to encourage
Lutheran congregations to use the program and resources of the Boy
Scouts of America as a means of extending their ministry to children,
youth, and young families, and to encourage Lutheran youth to grow in
knowledge of the Triune God and in their relationship to the Lutheran
church through participation in the religious emblems program. We
encourage Lutheran charter organizations to appoint Religious
Emblems Coordinators in their units to encourage youth in earning the
religious emblems. NLAS advocates the use of chaplains and chaplain
aides in unit activities, and encourages congregations to provide camp
chaplains. NLAS recruits and approves Lutheran clergy as chaplains
for BSA national camps, such as Philmont Scout Camp, and national
Scouting activities (National Scout Jamboree, National Order of the
Arrow Conference). NLAS provides a familiar welcome and Christian
witness through exhibits at National Scout Jamborees. NLAS
promotes recognition of adults serving youth in Lutheran churches by
means of the Lamb and Servant of Youth awards, and recognizes
youth achievement in earning the religious emblems and Eagle Scout
rank. NLAS maintains membership by several persons on the BSA
National Religious Relationships Support Committee to advocate and
provide activities within BSA supporting Duty to God as an essential
part of development of the finest character in youth.
NLAS conducts a Scouting in the Lutheran Church conference at the
Philmont Training Center to explore how Scouting can be a ministry of
your congregation, encourage the growth of faith in youth, and
discover the many resources available to support this ministry. (See
the 2021 conference announcement in this newsletter.) NLAS
publishes a periodic newsletter, the Lutheran Scouter, and provides
other resources on its web site, www.nlas.org.
You are invited to visit our web site www.nlas.org to explore the
resources offered there, and for applications for the Lamb, Servant of
Youth, and Lutheran Recognition of Excellence, as well as letters of
recognition of youth awards. Visit our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/NLASyouth for current news and encouraging
posts, and to contribute to the Scouting story.

How Important is Scouting to Family?
by Rev. Greg Rogahn
This photo from the past reminds
me how important family is to
scouting as well as scouting is to
family.
The fact that my dad was the
scoutmaster and mom was
always at his side was a huge
factor that I received my religious
growth emblem (Pro Deo Et
Patria) and my brother and I
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.
Because my wife and I were
involved in the Cub Scout Den
and Pack and later the Boy Scout
Troop, our sons received their religious growth emblems, (at the time,
God and Me, God and Family, Lutheran Living Faith) and all three
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.
Now those three brothers and their wives are cub den, pack, and troop
leaders, their children have successfully completed almost every youth
religious emblem. In addition, two are wolf cubs with eyes on being an
Eagle Scout, and two have achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.
So, in Lutheran terms: What does this mean?
Apparently, families who share in a common interest and organization,
be it church, scouts, sports, antique cars, community service projects,
rock climbing, to name a few, seem to be rather strong family units
nurturing children to do and be their best as adults.
The Scouting program certainly enables this family opportunity, as well
as the current Religious Emblems Program, administered for the
Lutheran Churches by P.R.A.Y. (Programs of Religious Activities with
Youth).
In a society and time of fractured families and religious apathy, what
wonderful opportunities in scouting to find family, male and female role
models and mentors. What wonderful opportunities in a religious
growth program that strongly encourages parent participation with the
child and incorporates the parish pastor as an integral person in the
program process.
I know this old pastor who used to say, “I don’t care if the children are
in Sunday School, I want their parents to be in Adult Bible Study.” He
was a sneaky guy who realized that involved parents are not the ones
who just drop off their children for the Sunday School hour… or the
den, pack, troop meeting… or that eight-week group session for the
Jesus and Me, God and Me, God and Family, God and Church, or
God and Life religious emblems program. In contrast, he realized that
where parents are, the family, parents and children, bond together,
grow, mature, serve, and achieve much.
Scouting? Count me in and my family too. Christian faith? Count me in
and my family too.

Scouting in the Lutheran Church Conference
“It is with great excitement that we bring
you this update . . . Preparations for the
2021 summer season are underway!”
With these words, the cloud of uncertainty
has lifted – we are a “GO!” for the Scouting
in the Lutheran Church conference, July
11th -17th at the Philmont Training
Center!
Certainly,
COVID
mitigation
protocols will be in place to keep us safe – the latest details are posted
on the Philmont website and updated weekly. The important thing is
that WE CAN MEET!
Our conference will focus on
how Lutheran congregations can
use Scouting as a tool to
enhance their ministry. Planned
sessions include: Duty to God
(National,
Council
and
congregation levels); P.R.A.Y.
and
Religious
Emblems
Programs; Unit and Adult
Recognitions; Sharing our Faith with Scouts; Organizing Scouting
Units; Selecting Quality Leaders; Duty to God in Advancement; and
more. We’ll also hold the Annual Meeting of the N.L.A.S during the
conference.
Make it a family trip! The
Philmont Training Center offers a
full, organized program for every
member of the family—from
infants to spouses, organized by
age group and participating in a
carefully designed, age/ability
specific program under the
leadership
of
trained,
experienced staff. Groups will get to enjoy hiking, tours, handicrafts,
games, campfires, and outdoor activities.
So . . . you may be asking, “How do I register for the course?” PTC’s
2021 on-line registration is “live” on their website:
www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc

Earn Religious Emblems,
Perfect to earn anytime, including the summer!
Although BSA has integrated “Duty to God” into
the rank requirements, the religious emblems
are introduced as an “option” alongside other
Duty to God activities. While these other
activities meet the Duty to God requirement,
they do not qualify the Scout to wear the
universal religious square knot. For Scouts of
Protestant Faiths only by earning a P.R.A.Y.
Award – Jesus and Me, God and Me, God and
Family, God and Church, God and Life – does a youth qualify for the
religious square knot. Encourage your chartered organization to offer
the P.R.A.Y. Program so that your Scouts have the opportunity to earn
their religious square knot and proudly wear their emblem.
Click on the appropriate program for more information:
Jesus and Me, grades K-1
God and Me, grades 2-3
God and Family, grades 4-6
God and Church, grades 6-8
God and Life, grades 9-12
Need help getting started? Looking for virtual support?
Visit the PRAY Resource Library.
Search by denomination for information on guiding scouts of
other faiths.

Blessings on your Scouting ministry!



