
  

Scouting for Lutheran Youth 
 
 

Background 
• Lutheranism is a major Protestant denomina2on that originated as a 16th century movement led by Mar2n Luther. 
• 4.6 percent of the U.S. popula2on are Lutherans. (Source: 2024 U.S. Religious Landscape Survey, Pew Forum) 

o 2.8 percent prac2ce mainline tradi2onal Lutheranism. 
o 1.8 percent prac2ce evangelical tradi2onal Lutheranism. 

• In 2025, there were: 
o 21,800 Cub Scouts in 936 packs 
o 25,835 Scouts in 1,310 troops 
o 1,016 Venturers in 429 crews 

o 91 Sea Scouts in 14 ships 
o 33 Explorers in 2 clubs 
o 48,775 Total youth Members in 2,390 units 

 
How the Lutheran Faith Is Organized 

• The majority of Lutheran congrega2ons belong to one of three na2onal church bodies: 
o Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
o Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
o Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

• As of 2025, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America reported: 
o 2.7 million bap2zed members 
o 8,640 congrega2ons 

o 14 high schools 
o 296 elementary schools 

• As of 2025, the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod reported: 
o 1.9 million bap2zed members 
o 6,000+ congrega2ons 

o 200 high schools 
o 800 elementary schools 

• The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod operates its own Lutheran Pioneers program for boys.  Congrega2ons are 
prohibited from chartering Scou2ng America units and families are discouraged from par2cipa2ng. 
 

Role of Scou<ng in the Lutheran Church 
• The ELCA (since 2009) and LCMS (since 1953) na2onal Lutheran church bodies have both delegated the ma\er of working 

with Scou2ng America programs to each local congrega2on as they consider their unique ministry and communi2es.  
• The local Lutheran congrega2ons work with Scou2ng America to: 

o Develop and strengthen mutually beneficial rela2onships with Scou2ng America. 
o Provide literature related to Scou2ng and the church’s ministry with children, youth, and families. 
o Provide and administer religious growth programs for Lutheran youth in Scou2ng. 
o Emphasize the religious aspect of the Scou2ng program. 
o Promote religious worship at outdoor Scou2ng func2ons, Scou2ng America na2onal jamborees, and a chaplaincy 

program at Scout summer camps. 
o Foster among Lutheran congrega2ons a regard for Scou2ng as a resource for ministry, and assist 

congrega2ons with Scou2ng units to use those units as effec2ve ministry tools. 
o Help Lutheran adults in Scou2ng understand and carry out their ministry roles and give recogni2on 

to those who faithfully serve children and youth through the Scou2ng program. 

• The Na2onal Lutheran Commi\ee on Scou2ng was formed in 1941 with representa2on from the 
Lutheran churches, which encompassed approximately 95 percent of U.S. Lutherans  

• In 1967, the work of the Na2onal Lutheran Commi\ee on Scou2ng was incorporated into the Lutheran 
Council in the U.S.A. (LCUSA). 
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• The Na2onal Lutheran Associa2on of Scouters was formed to equip Lutherans and other Chris2ans to minister to young    
    people, using the programs of our partner youth-serving agencies to: 

o Encourage Lutheran youth to grow in knowledge of the Triune God and in their rela2onship to the 
Lutheran church through religious growth programs. 

o Publish a periodic newsle\er, The Lutheran Scouter. 
o Foster the organiza2on and growth of local Lutheran associa2ons of Scouters, commi\ees on 

Scou2ng, and similar groups. 
o Sponsor na2onal mee2ngs and regional forums of the membership. 
o Promote the use of unit and camp chaplains and chaplain aides. 
o Foster such other rela2onships and programs as may be jointly approved by its execu2ve board. 

 
Religious Emblems Programs for Scou<ng Youth and Recogni<ons for Adults  
•    Programs of Religious Ac2vi2es with Youth (P.R.A.Y.) administers the religious growth program for youth and adults as   
       well as the Na2onal Lutheran Associa2on on Scou2ng adult recogni2on awards programs. 
• In 2025, according to P.R.A.Y., the God and Country religious growth programs were used by: 

o 167 Cub Scouts   o 104 Webelos  o 120 Scouts and Venturers 

        In addi2on, 12 Lamb Awards and 22 Servant of Youth Awards were presented to adult Scouters 
 
 
Youth Emblems 

Jesus and Me  Grades K - 1 
The Jesus and Me curriculum introduces Jesus as the Son of God in familiar terms so that young children 
can see Jesus in their own day-to-day experiences as a storyteller, teacher, friend, and healer. 

Curriculum Goals: 
• To provide an opportunity for children and their families to explore their faith together 
• To introduce children to some of the stories of Jesus in the Gospels 
•   To teach children how to find the four Gospels in the Bible 
•   To help children relate four characteristics of Jesus to their own lives 
•   To identify Jesus as the Son of God 

 
 

God and Me  Grades 2 - 3 
The God and Me curriculum is designed to help children become best friends with Jesus and tell their 
story of “God and Me” together. 

Curriculum Goals 
•   To provide an opportunity for young people and families to explore their faith together 
•   To help children realize that God is active in every part of their lives 
• To help children know that Jesus is their best friend 
•   To memorize the Lord’s Prayer 
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God and Family  Grades 4 - 6 
The God and Family curriculum is designed to help youth understand the importance of family and God’s 
role in a healthy family. 

Curriculum Goals: 
•  To provide an opportunity for young people and families to explore their faith together 
•  To learn six ways of strengthening families through faith 
•  To help families grow in God’s love 
•  To memorize the Ten Commandments 

 
 

God and Church  Grades 6 - 8 
The God and Church curriculum is designed to lead youth on a three-part faith journey. 

Curriculum Goals: 
• To strengthen young people’s relationship with Christ 
• To challenge young people to learn about and participate in the worship and ministry of the church 
• To have young people make a plan for daily Bible reading and memorize a creed or statement of 

belief or passage of scripture 
• To provide the opportunity for young people to experience the joy of serving others 
 
 
God and Life 
The God and Life curriculum is designed to help students understand their call to a life of discipleship.  

Curriculum Goals: 
To provide opportunities for young people to: 
• Strengthen their relationship with Christ 
• Be open to God’s calling in their lives 
• Make a plan for daily Bible reading 
• Experience the joy of serving others 
• Write a statement of commitment 
 

Adult Emblems 

God and Country Mentor Program 
Parents have the op2on of enrolling in the Adult Mentor program.  In this program, the parent is an 
ac2ve par2cipant alongside the child.  The parent would have lessons and projects to complete in the 
Mentor Workbook just like the child, and then both parent and child would work on the student 
curriculum together.  The mentor program is designed to provide the adult with addi2onal opportuni2es 
to model his or her Chris2an faith and to help a young child talk about their belief in God. 
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Adult Recogni<ons 

Lamb Award 
The Lamb Award is given to Lutheran adults for their dis2nguished service in fostering the spiritual 
growth of youth through church and Scou2ng America programs, and to increase the use and quality of 
the Scou2ng America programs in Lutheran congrega2ons as a part of their youth ministries. 

Eligibility 
• Be an ac2ve member of a Lutheran congrega2on. 
• Minimum of 10 years of dis2nguished volunteer service to the church 
• Minimum of 10 years of dis2nguished volunteer service to Scou2ng America 
• Serve as a Chris2an role model and leader to young people encouraging them to par2cipate in the 

spiritual life of their congrega2on. 
• Promote the religious growth programs, the observance of Boy Scout Sunday, and chaplains and 

chaplain’s aide programs. 
• Exhibit leadership and be fully trained in the Scou2ng America area of responsibility. 
• Help organize new units in the nominee’s own and neighboring Lutheran congrega2ons. 
• Recruit youth and promote full involvement of members in the program. 
• Encourage units to support group service projects in response to a community or congrega2onal 

need. 
 

Servant of Youth Award 
The Servant of Youth recogni2on is given to acknowledge dis2nguished volunteer service by Lutheran 
adults in ministry to young people through Scou2ng America programs.  

Eligibility 
• Be an ac2ve member of a Lutheran congrega2on or of another Chris2an congrega2on who serves 

Lutheran young people through Scou2ng America in affilia2on with a Lutheran congrega2on. 
• Minimum of five years of service to the church 
• Minimum of five years of service to Scou2ng America 
• Be one whose Chris2an lifestyle is a model for young people. 
• Encourage young people to par2cipate in spiritual growth opportuni2es in their congrega2ons. 
• Promote the religious growth programs to young people. 
• Recruit adult volunteers, especially Lutherans, to give leadership to Scou2ng America programs. 
• Be fully trained in his/her area of responsibility. 
• Reflect one’s Chris2an faith and the posi2on of his/her church body in discussions and mee2ngs of 

the civic youth agency at every level at which he/she is involved. 

Submit nomina2ons for these recogni2ons by applica2on to the Na2onal Lutheran Associa2on on Scou2ng through the 
office of Programs of Religious Ac2vi2es with Youth (P.R.A.Y.). 

For more informa2on and materials on the religious 
growth programs and awards, contact: 
 Programs of Religious Ac2vi2es With Youth (P.R.A.Y) 
7827  Town Square Ave  #104, O’Fallon, MO  63368 
phone: 800-933-7729        fax: 314-845-0058 
Website: www.praypub.org 

For more informa2on concerning 
the Na2onal Lutheran Associa2on 
on Scou2ng, visit the website at:  

www.nlas.org 
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